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236 Transactions.—Zoology.

its large size and the peculiarity of its plumage. The possessor would not
part with his prize, but willingly allowed me to examine and measure it.

In general appearance it resembled the specimen described by Dr. Buller*
as a variety of the common grey duck (Anas superciliosa ).

There was a broad band of white across the breast; the wings were
quite white, the coverts being of the usual grey, but with a few white
feathers interspersed ; the head and face were white as far as the posterior
margin of the eye, remainder of head dark brown with green reflections ;
bill black; feet and legs yellow; total length, 285 inches; wing from
flexure, 11 inches; tarsus, 22 ; middle toe, 2'7.

Is it possible that this bird can have been the result of hybridization,
say of the paradise and the grey duck, or the former and the domestic
variety !

"~ Art. XXXI.—Notice of New Crustaceans.
By T. W. Kg, Assistant in the Colonial Museum.

[Read before the Wellington Philosophical Society, 11th February, 1881.]

Halimus rubiginosus.

Tar Colonial Museum has for some years past possessed a specimen of
Halimus bearing the name * Halimus rubiginosus, Hutton, MS.” In 1877
Dr. Heetor submitted a drawing of this specimen to Mr. Miers of the Brit-
ish Museum, who replied, ** It is evidently closely allied to H. hectori, Miers,
the tubercles occupying the same positions, but being in some places re-
placed by spines, also the rostral spines are longer and more acute; these
differences may be due to age or sex.” Having had the opportunity of ex-
amining a series of seven specimens, both male and female, I feel convinced
that the differences are not *“due to age or sex,” and therefore have bub
little hesitation in distinguishing it from H. kectori, Miers, and adopting the
name so long ago applied.

Description :—Rostral spines long, acute and depressed. Anterior legs
moderate, armed with acute spines, hand smooth. A single row of very
stout hairs arranged alternately, one long and one short, along both margins
of the second and third pairs of legs. A few scattered hairs of the same
character on the fourth and fifth pairs of legs.

Hab. Cape Campbell, Wellington, Napier.

Gelasimus thomsoni.—Fighting Crab.

Two males and one female of this singular and pugnacious-looking crab,

were brought to me some time ago by one of the local fishermen.

* See “ Trang. N.Z. Inst.,” Vol, VIL, p, 225,




P. Burrer.— Notes on some Species of Diurnal Moths. 287

The carapace is smooth, convex, broader in front than behind, anterior
margin sinuate, with a small depressed rostrum, grooved along the middle.
Anterior-lateral angles produced into & point. Ophthalmic peduncles reach-
ing to the angles of the carapace; the grooves which protect them have
the margins finely crenated. As in all the members of the genus; the right
hand is very large, being nearly twice as long as the greatest width of the
carapace, or just four times the length of the ophthalmic peduncle.
External surface of hand and wrist coarsely granulate; fingers two-thirds
total length of hand. External face
of immobile finger with a groove
running the whole length. The
fingers, when closed, leave a con-
siderable interspace ; the inmner
margin of each finger furnished with very coarse granules. Fingers meeting
at the tips for one-fourth of their length. Abdomen of male and female
seven-jointed. : ‘

Hab., Wellington.

Mysis meinertzhagens.

Carapace of moderate length, very slender,
rostrum short and obtuse. Middle plate of
tail short, not more than half the length of
the laterals, broad and entire, apex obtuse,
margins serrated. Lateral plates narrow,
lanceolate, margins furnished with very long
hairs.

Hab., Waimarama.

Art. XXXII.—Notes on some Species of Diurnal Moths. By Peroy BuLLER.
Communicated by W. L. Buller, C.M.G., ScD., F.R.8., Vice-president.

[Read before the Wellington Philosophical Society, 11th February, 1881.]

Bronze-wing Moth. (Plusia eriosoma.)

This moth is very plentiful in the Auckland district, but less so in other
parts of the North Island. It is both diurnal and nocturnal in its habits,
and is especially abundant on the flowering French clover and lucerne.
When at rest it presents a somewhat singular appearance, from the pointed
shape of its closed wings.

Appears in February and lasts till April.
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